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o 7 NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. = R “e
WASHINGTON, ID.C. 20506 ’

o : ‘iJ”
March €, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR BRYCE HARLOW

SUBJECT: White House Staff Contacts W1th Soviet Bloc
Diplomatic and Other Official Representatilves

Please refer to the attached memorandum of Mareh 18,
1969, from Mr, lee W, Huebner, reporting on conversations
which took place during two recent luncheon meetings with
Igor Bubnov, First Secrmtdry of the Soviet Embassy.

In keeping with established procedure, the centents
of Mr, Huebner's memorandum have been made avallable to
- the FBI ag of possible counterlntelllgence 1nte“est with
regpect to Bubnov,

In regard to Mr, Huebner's speo:fic request for

- guidance, -I have no baulu at this time for anticlpating that
U, S, natlonal securiuy interests would be served by acceding
to these particular conbacts whlch Bubnov 1s apparently
seeking to arrange, If you agree, it would appear best to
meet Bubnov's future lnvitatvons wich tactful refusals
T would appreciate being informed of any further approauheﬁ
on the part of Bubnov,

Henry A, Kissinger

Attachment, ON-FILE NSC RELEASE |
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MEMORANDUM )
‘March 18, 1969

g "Dr; Henry Kissinger
Tc/:: Mr. /." Rt_:.ssell Ash

F'{om: _ o Lée w.' Huebner

..,. "' . ]

. tiiﬁéfé jﬁsﬁ been shown the Ehmorandum Whiéh.ésks that éll
Wﬁite Héuse stalf gonve¥satiops.with.Eaétefn block nationals be
reportéd to you._.I-Submit-hefe my réport on twb conversaﬁions
with one Mr} Igor Bubﬁov, who is with the Soviet Embaséy. I waé

.not aware earlié;'of the reqﬁeét that we feport plans for such
méétings.to you iﬁ advance, and I will certainly do that in the

Puture if such a situation should arise. I would welcome any

guidance from you &s to whether or not I should accept such an

: invita_tion if one should again be proffered.

* themn.

It Vwo{lld‘ eppear from his éonnnents and from ﬁhose of friends
| whoﬁ I have encountered: who aléo have met him, that Mr. Bubnov
_ takes‘ some pains to n\l_a‘intain a wide range of contacts mﬁong peo-
'p‘;l.e who afe act':-lve.in Republican Party politics. He is said to
be very persistent in making these contacts a_nd\ in keepifx_g up: on
My first meéting with Mr. Bubnov took place: on Fébruary 11,

1969, at 1:00 p.m. at Dacor House, 1718 H Street, N. W. I was
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+nv1ted to lunch by Mr. Rlchard Beeman, an alde to Congressman
’ James Fulton of Pennsylvania ( who tells me’ he reported the
| meeting to the State Department) Beeman had met the diplomat

through Mr Fulton this summer and brought hlm along to the

meetlng. .Mr. Frank Samuel,‘a Washlngton l&wyer, was also pres-
ent. All three Americans present had been members of the Rlpon

Society, and much of the conversation was spent in describing

&

.
that group to Bubnov in very general terns.

Mr. Bubnov's questions of me, as I remember them now, were

| linlted to the kind of work I did at the White House, who I
wvork for, and S0 on. My nnswers weré Very general. I said that
I helped to prepare light material and color" for the President’s
remarks on informal occasions--an a531gnment whlch had, in fact,
been my major preoccupation during that partlcular week. He was
intefested in the comparative roles of major White House étaff
:personnel: Kissingeré Burns, Moynihan, Harlow. His remarks

: echoed the press spenuiation on that subject. I found nothing

| unusual in them; he appeared‘only ﬁo be seeking confirmation of
these general 1nmue551ons i indicated-—and again it Was‘liter-
ally'trueﬂ-that I knew no more on such matters than I read in the
papers.
| ’Thére was predicétablé small talk ebout living in Wnshington,[

the Miami Beach Convention (which Bubnov had atténded), gnd about
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his jdb~-which he described as the regular preparetlon of reports Z
' o the "Amerlcan scene" to Moecow o that his superlors would
heve & more accurate (of course, that was always the key word in
.his description) understanding of American attitudes and opiniOns.’f‘r
He did ask~~twice, I think--about those who were hendllng Soviet
N;”;‘Affairs on. the new. Whlte House staff or. Natlonal Security Counc;l
‘ taff. I was unresponsive to thet questlon, though I assume that‘
‘ge was eware at least of that 1eformatlon in thls matter whlch
had been made publlc
' Bubnov called me Monday, March 10, 1969, and asked that I
Join him for lunch at Paul Young‘e restaurant on March 12, 1969,
; at 1:00 p.m. This I did, reflecting ﬁo m&self afterward that
the conveESation.ef better than 1 hours had been very routine.

Bubnov ended the lunch, in fact, by saying that while he "enjoyed"

o o my "company,” he would also like to meet -someone else from the

White House, perhaps from Mr Harlow's staff, he sald who was
‘more of & speciallst" on "domestic" matters. He'mentioned
| several unsuccessful attem@ts to get 1n touch wlth Bryce Harlow~~
beglnning leet fall. He suggested that I ask Mr. Keogh to euggest
8 person and then to encourage that pereon to accept Mr Bubnov 8
invitation This is somethlng I have not done I expect that
Bubnov will call back on this and would.appreciate any guidance

you might have as to how I should respond
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~-"Bu'bnov surprised me on Mafch'le,;égégyiby asking if‘a White

House historian had yet been-hired, a reference to my remark at

[

‘the first méeting that thié matter could present a quandry given .

the Eric Goldman experience. Frankly, I did not recall discuss-
i#g this one matter (it was the only such instanée), and Bubnov's

recollection demonstratéd'the'caré with which he had remembered

{ﬁge first conversation. My answer was thét I did not think such

‘ N : . oo
A Derson would be hired.

Bubnov raised the subject of Mr. Packard at the Department

of Defense, sketching his impression of Packard as a man of many

interests and talents. I did not dispute that. If I remember
correctly, he described him as a man who had broadened his outlook

" as he became more secure and more poverful. Bubnov asked what I

- had been doing lately. He begen with this question-~and I rather

trivialized the topic as I had at fhe previous meeting--this time

o

by mentioning the Proclamations on Senior Citizens Month and Smell

Business Week, which'I.had recently worked. on. Something like

 "Boating Safety" he remarked--and I allowed as how there was a lot

of routine paper work ‘of that sort to be processed. And so it went.

Besides the strong interest in Packard, T recall only a few
other specific items which masy be of interest. Helasked_fof:my
réading on the public temper in America: T suggested that the
student unrest issue was the most iﬁportant to the public right

now, probably because it was at the intersection of so many
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" ifportant fears snd tensions. He spoke of hi$ interest in

.

traveling to the Pﬁdwest and far West thisﬁspringF—plans which
| dppeared indefinite. He was unhappy, he sald at this point:in
the talk, that hé was no longer eble to talk with Senator Dirksen.

It seems that he once had known Dirksen but had been cut off a

~ while back, for what Bubnov assumed were political reasons. He

_described an informal end brief meeting with Mr. Nixon in the

s

N . . ". o . '
l950's--at\a time when Bubnov was a translator in Moscow. B He

talked a bit about personality types in government, descrlblng

1 = T e B . LR p—

Kosygin as a men who was personally very kind to people who worked
for him, though usually quite serious and undemonstrative. In
response to my question, he said that he was asked to report to

Moscow on American reactions during the Soviet-Chinese dispute

'. and that he found the American Press coverage so far to be gener-

ally “balanced "

I recall making something of a point about the favorable press
coverage which both the Président and the Vice President have been
receiving, suggesting-tham the dramatic turn-around in Mr. Agnew's

| "iﬁage“ was perhaps‘éhe.more‘rémarkable phenomenon after thé prob-
lems he héd last fall.

Neither conversation was very probing or vigorous; ﬁut these
were the points ﬁhich‘have "stuck" in my memory. Please let me
kmow 1f I cen be of further assistance in this matter.
| | | | Lee W. Huebner

Staff Assistant

Room 120, Executive Office Building
‘ Extension 221hL

No Objection to Declassification in Full 2010/12/14 : LOC-HAK-1-2-57-5

PRV PP



